Overview and General Recommendations

Chief Executive Officer
of the Institution

Department
Chairperson

Project Director

Operator

Institutional
Safety Coordinator
Supported by a
Representative Group
Medical Staff

Departmental
Safety Coordinator
Supported by a
Representative Group

FIGURE 1   Pattern of interactions.

operations and practices, see that appropriate audits are maintained, and
seek ways to improve the safety program. If the goals of the laboratory
dictate specific operations and the use of specific substances not appropri-
ate to the existing facilities, it is the responsibility of the safety coordinator
and the representative group to assist the investigator in acquiring
adequate facilities and developing appropriate guidelines.

All accidents and near accidents should be carefully analyzed, and the
results of such analyses and the recommendations for the prevention of
similar occurrences should be distributed to all who might benefit. This is
not to be aimed at fixing blame but at contributing to a safer environment.

The processes involved in the procurement, use, and disposal of
chemicals are summarized in Figure 2. The safety coordinator and the
representative group must monitor these processes and make provision for
orderly disposal of the material should circumstances such as spills or
accumulation of unusable or hazardous material dictate such action.

Laboratories that use chemicals have diverse goals: the extension of
knowledge about single substances and complex systems (research), the
development of goods and services (development), and the extension of
intellectual competencies and experimental capabilities of individuals
(education). The use and distribution of chemicals must be consistent with
the goals of the laboratory. Teaching laboratories and research laborato-
ries have different goals and, therefore, different operating conditions.
Although the work done in teaching laboratories can usually be designed